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Australian University Members (11)

Australian National University
Charles Sturt University
Curtin University (Co-Chair)
Edith Cowan University
Murdoch University
RMIT University
University of Newcastle (Deputy Co-Chair)
University of New South Wales
University of Queensland
University of Western Australia
Western Sydney University

African University Members (18)

Amoud University (new)
Bahir Dar University
iYunivesithi Walter Sisulu
Makerere University (Deputy Co-Chair)
Mekelle University
Namibia University of Science and Technology (new)
Nelson Mandela University
Tshwane University of Technology
Université Chiekh Anta Diop
University of Botswana
University of Cape Town
University of Ghana
University of Gondar (new)
University of Mauritius
University of Mpumalanga (Co-Chair)
University of Nairobi
University of Pretoria
University of Rwanda

Annual Membership Fee
Australia: AUD $10,000
Africa (excl. South Africa): AUD $4,000
South Africa: AUD $5,000



AAUN Australia

Co-Chair
A/Prof. David Mickler
(Curtin University)

Deputy Co-Chair
A/Prof. Janet Dzator

(University of Newcastle)

Secretary
Ruvi Goredema
(Curtin University)

AAUN Africa

Co-Chair
Prof. Aldo Stroebel

(University of Mpumalanga)

Deputy Co-Chair
Prof. Barnabas Nawangwe

(Makerere University)

Secretary
Dr Sussy Munialo

(University of Pretoria)

Leadership Team



Organisational Structure



AAUN Strategic Plan 2026-30

• Now in its 15th year, AAUN has undertaken a Review of core activities and
operations over the last five years, 2021-2025.

• AAUN Member Universities have been polled on their top strategic
research priorities for the Network over the next five years.

• The AAUN Strategic Plan was developed by a sub-committee of the
AAUN Australia Board and Africa Steering Group during the first half of
2026 and was endorsed by the Board / Steering Group at the AGM on 8
June 2026.

• The AAUN Strategic Plan 2026-30 will be launched on 1 July 2026.



Vision for AAUN @ 2030

AAUN is the flagship institutional network bringing together member
universities from across the Australian and African continents through
equitable, innovative and impactful partnerships. Established in 2012,
AAUN facilitates quality collaborative research and policy advocacy
to address common and comparative challenges facing science and
societies, builds knowledge and research capacity in people and
institutions, and pursues academic diplomacy and science
communication through engagement with key stakeholders to
support the deepening of Australia-Africa literacy and cooperative
relations.



AAUN Strategic Objectives 2026-30

1) To serve as the flagship platform promoting equitable, innovative and impactful
university partnerships between the continents of Australia and Africa.

2) To facilitate quality collaborative research and policy advocacy to address common
and comparative challenges facing science and societies across Australia and Africa.

3) To build knowledge and research capacity in people and institutions across Australia
and Africa, including the next generation of scholars.

4) To utilise academic diplomacy and science communication through engagement with
key stakeholders in academia, government, industry, and communities to support the
deepening of Australia-Africa literacy and cooperative relations.

5) To maintain network sustainability through demonstrating value and impact, securing
external support and partnerships, a managed evolution of membership, and
practicing collegial, inclusive, active and transparent leadership and governance.



AAUN Priority Research Themes 2026-30

1) Environment, climate, and the energy transition

2) Equality, security, and social cohesion

3) Public health and human wellbeing

4) Sustainable food and water systems

5) Artificial intelligence and the digital revolution



AAUN Strategic Initiatives 2026-30

Strategic Initiatives and Objectives Annual
Forum &
AGM

PRDF ECR
Group &
Prize

ELAAD
Program

JHML

1
To serve as the flagship platform promoting equitable, innovative and
impactful university partnerships between the continents of Australia
and Africa.

X X X X X

2
To facilitate quality collaborative research and policy advocacy to
address common and comparative challenges facing science and
societies across Australia and Africa.

X X X X

3 To build knowledge and research capacity in people and institutions
across Australia and Africa, including the next generation of scholars. X X X X

4

To utilise academic diplomacy and science communication through
engagement with key stakeholders in academia, government,
industry, and communities to support the deepening of Australia-Africa
literacy and cooperative relations.

X X X

5

To maintain network sustainability through demonstrating value and
impact, securing external support and partnerships, a managed
evolution of membership, and practicing collegial, inclusive, active and
transparent leadership and governance.

X X X X X



AAUN Annual Fora



“Sustainable Development in Action”, AAUN Africa Forum, Mbombela April 2024



“The Just Energy Transition”, AAUN Australia Forum, Perth Sept 2024



“AI and Higher Education”, AAUN Africa Forum, Kigali May 2025



“Social License and Universities”, AAUN Australia Forum, Perth Sept
2025



“Circular Economies for Inclusive and Sustainable Futures”
AAUN Africa Forum, Gqeberha June 2026



Next Forum
AAUN Australia Forum, ECU, Perth, 1 Sept 2026



The AAUN Partnership & Research Development
Fund (PRDF) offers small catalytic grants to foster
institutional partnerships in the network and
develop research collaborations that address
distinct mutual challenges.

The PRDF provides one year of catalytic seed
funding with the firm expectation that funded
projects will be excellent, build specialist teams,
achieve outputs and impact, and be sustainable
through the identification of additional external
funding.

There are 76 PRDF projects currently in progress
or completed from earlier rounds.

AAUN Partnership & Research
Development Fund (PRDF) grants

AAUN Research Assessment 2021

https://aaun.edu.au/research-development/
https://aaun.edu.au/research-development/


AAUN Partnership & Research
Development Fund (PRDF) grants – 2026
Round
o 2026 Round: Opened 1 May and closes 30 June 2026.

o 8 PRDF projects to funded by AAUN (4 Australian-led + 4-African-led; at least 2 ECR-led).

o Each project must include at least 2 Australian + 2 African AAUN Member Universities.

o A maximum award of AUD 10,000 per project (matching funding).

o Priority Research Themes 2026
We encourage applications from natural and social scientists in the following priority areas:
o Environment, climate, and the energy transition
o Equality, security, and social cohesion
o Public health and human wellbeing
o Sustainable food and water systems
o Artificial intelligence and the digital revolution

o Guidelines, Templates and Webinar: https://aaun.edu.au/research-development/prdf-
2026/

https://aaun.edu.au/research-development/prdf-2026/
https://aaun.edu.au/research-development/prdf-2026/


2025 AAUN PRDF Grant Winners



AAUN Early Career Researchers (ECR) Group

ECR Australia Co-Chairs

Dr Sean Van Elden (UWA)
&

Matshepo Molala (Western Sydney U)

ECR Africa Co-Chairs

Dr Sussy Munialo (U Pretoria)
&

Dr Qinisani Qwabe (Nelson Mandela U)



The Annual AAUN Early Career
Researcher (ECR) Prize

The Annual AAUN
John Hearn-Cheryl de la Rey ECR Prize
was inaugurated in September 2024

o Named in honour of AAUN Co-Founders
Professor John Hearn and Professor Cheryl de
la Rey

o One African ECR and one Australian ECR
awardee per year from AAUN membership.

o Prize of AUD $2,000 to each winner.

o Criteria recognize research excellence and
achievement.

o Prize opened at AAUN Africa Forum 2026,
closes 15 August 2026.

o To be announced and awarded at JHML Nov
2026



AAUN Emerging Leaders in Australia-Africa
Diplomacy (ELAAD) Program #2

 ELAAD Program 2 launched at University of Nairobi on 3 July 2025 and,
following nominations and selections of 38 Fellows, commenced in October
2025 as a virtual program delivered fortnightly over 6 months and concluding
with a face-to-face workshop at the AAUN Africa Forum 2026.

 Co-convened by four AAUN members: Curtin University, Australian National
University, University of Pretoria and University of Nairobi.



AAUN Emerging Leaders in Australia-Africa
Diplomacy (ELAAD) Program #2
“ELAAD brings together emerging scholars and practitioners in Australia and
Africa to enhance ‘Australia-Africa literacy’ and ‘academic diplomacy’ among our
next generation of diplomatic leaders.”

1) To create a diverse cohort and ongoing network of emerging leaders in
Australia-Africa diplomatic relations from among postgraduate university
students and junior/mid-career diplomats across Australia and the African
continent.

2) To provide an opportunity for this cohort to develop expert knowledge and
professional skills in Australia-Africa relations through a customised and
facilitated annual online program engaging with leading scholars and experts,
journalists, senior diplomats and other policy practitioners.

3) To draw on the collective knowledge, expertise and ideas of this cohort to
generate innovative policy ideas and meaningful socio-cultural exchanges for
enhancing international relations between the African continent and Australia,
including to develop collaborative solutions to global challenges.



AAUN Emerging Leaders in Australia-
Africa Diplomacy (ELAAD) Program #2







The Annual AAUN John Hearn Memorial
Lecture (JHML)

The Annual AAUN John Hearn Memorial Lecture (JHML) was established
by AAUN to recognise and celebrate the life and work of the late Professor
John Hearn, AAUN Co-Founder, and to continuing his impactful legacy.

The Annual Lecture serves as a special occasion to engage with
distinguished thought leaders and knowledge partners on themes relating to
Professor Hearn’s passion for advancing Australia-Africa higher education
and research partnerships.

The inaugural Annual AAUN John Hearn Memorial Lecture was hosted by
the University of New South Wales, Sydney, on 3 November 2025, where
Professor Hearn and the AAUN Secretariat were housed in the latter years
of his life.

The inaugural lecture was delivered by Professor Cheryl de la Rey, Vice-
Chancellor, University of Canterbury, New Zealand, and Co-Founder of
AAUN.

The next JHML will be convened in Nov 2026 (date and host TBC)



Collaborative Research Book Project
Australia-Africa Science Diplomacy:

Collaborative Research, Policy Impact and International
Cooperation

Edited by D. Mickler, C. Isike and T. Mgwebi

• Partnership between AAUN, Centre for Australia-Africa Relations at
Curtin University, Future Africa at the University of Pretoria, and the
South African National Research Foundation.

• Collaborative co-author model (3 per chapter) brings together
experts from academia (natural and social sciences) and
government across both Australia and the African continent.

• Chapters individually and collectively examine Australia-Africa
science diplomacy through the lenses of research collaboration,
policy impact and international cooperation. The volume is
separated into respective sections examining science diplomacy
frameworks, case studies in practice, and future directions.



New AAUN Branding and Communications

Email accounts
AAUN Co-Chair (Australia): aus-chair@aaun.network
AAUN Co-Chair (Africa): africa-chair@aaun.network
AAUN Secretariat (Australia): aus-secretariat@aaun.network
AAUN Secretariat (Africa): africa-secretariat@aaun.network
AAUN ECR Co-Chairs (Australia): aus-ecr@aaun.network
AAUN ECR Co-Chairs (Africa): africa-ecr@aaun.network

New data management system

AAUN
AAUN ECR Group
AAUN ELAAD
Program

www.aaun.network
(from 1 July)

New AAUN YouTube channel
https://www.youtube.com/@AAUNetwork

mailto:aus-chair@aaun.network
mailto:africa-chair@aaun.network
mailto:aus-secretariat@aaun.network
mailto:africa-secretariat@aaun.network
mailto:aus-ecr@aaun.network
mailto:africa-ecr@aaun.network
https://www.linkedin.com/company/91425181/admin/dashboard/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/14782186/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/aaun-emerging-leaders-in-australia-africa-diplomacy-elaad-program/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.linkedin.com/company/aaun-emerging-leaders-in-australia-africa-diplomacy-elaad-program/?viewAsMember=true
http://www.aaun.network/
https://www.youtube.com/@AAUNetwork

